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WELLACRE ACADEMY
SPORTS LEADERS
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During the summer term, the Wellacre Academy Sports
Leaders are in high demand. On Friday 15th May, ten year
8 leaders and four year 9 leaders attended the Trafford
Soccerdome.
The boys refereed a dodgeball competition for over one hundred primary school
children from the local area. The sports leaders are extremely well prepared and
organised for such huge events. Their enthusiasm and the relationship they have
with the primary school children are often commented on by the staff and
parents who attend. These events would not go ahead without the dedication
of our leaders.
Future events for our leaders –

n Tri Golf Festival for 150 primary school children.

n St. Monica’s Primary School Sports Days – infants and juniors.

Any boys interested in becoming a sports leader, please see Mr.Linton and
register your interest

Welcome to Inspire, the first
issue of our Newsletter
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WELCOME...

Welcome to our final Newsletter of the academic year, which gives you a taste of another very
successful and eventful year in school.
I hope it not only informs you about all the wonderful activities and events that have taken place this term but also
inspires more of our students to broaden their horizons and try something new and exciting next year.

Many thanks to parents for your continued
support in ensuring that all Wellacre
students are so well turned out in full
school uniform and are a real credit to the
school.

As you know our new uniform is being
officially launched in September 2015 to
coincide with the schools 60th anniversary.

This has been a planned and considered
process, with the students being actively
involved in helping to design not only our
new uniform but our new Academy crest.
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THE GREAT BRITISH
SPRING CLEAN!

On Friday 20 and Saturday 21 March the people of Great
Britain came together to spring clean the nation and
Wellacre took part!
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We are looking forward to celebrating excellent GCSE and 6th Form results in
August. The 13th August will be an exciting
day for Sixth Form students picking up
their results which should hopefully
confirm their acceptance of university
offers from all around the country. The
20th August is the day for Year 11 students
to collect their GCSE results and enrol on
the next part of their journey in education..

It was 10 a.m. on Friday 13th February and 52 Wellacre students were ready and raring to
go to Austria on what was going to be a trip of a lifetime.

The Inspirational Careers fair was a great success
with over thirty delegates from the world of work,
Apprenticeships and universities showcasing new
opportunities to our students in Years 8-13. This
fabulous opportunity enables our students to think
about their future and life after Wellacre.
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The school will be a very busy place over the summer months, not only because of
the Year 7 Summer School, GCSE and A level results days but we are also working
hard to improve the learning environment for all our students.

...WITH THE SOUND OF WELLACRE ACADEMY!

Each January we host our ever popular
careers fair.
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July will also see students visiting France as part of their language studies and
Turkey as part of the final part of the two year long British Council Comenius
Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds project.
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Our Afritwin students from South Africa will be arriving in June and our host
families are eagerly awaiting their arrival, we have lots planned for them and their
buddy Wellcare students, so look out for the update in the September issue of our
newsletter.

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE...

CAREERS FAIR
IN ACTION AT
WELLACRE

The community clean up days saw our Prince's Trust volunteers
work alongside the Council to spruce up our streets and get
Flixton set for summer. It was a long hard two days but it was well
worth the effort. Our local community looks cleaner and tidier,
thanks to our volunteers!

Litter
bugs us
#BeResponsible
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We still have lots planned for the remainder of the year including sports day, sports
award evening, our annual KS3 awards evening, rewards trips and Year 10 work
experience. Our current Year 10 students are being trained to take over prefect
duties from our outgoing Year 11 students and the Head boy and Deputy Head boy
interviews will be taking place in July.

The trip started off with a gruelling 28 hour coach journey through
England, France, Switzerland, Litchenstein and finally finishing in
Feldkirch, Austria. As we arrived in the beautiful town of Feldkirch,
the excitement was clear to see on the faces of all the students. With
bags unpacked and rooms selected, it was time for the students to
collect their Ski gear; helmet, ski’s and poles. This was the first
opportunity for the students to see the amazing Ski resort which would
hold so much fun and enjoyment for them over the coming week.

Day 1 consisted of many excited but anxious students tackling their
first ever real ski slope. However, after a few practice runs down the
slopes, the anxiousness soon turned in to pure enjoyment. As the week
progressed so did the skiing ability of our Wellacre students, with all
students progressing on to Red and Black runs (extremely difficult
runs). Moreover, not only did the ability of our students rise but so
did their Resilience, Tenacity and Ambition. The students were all
working collaboratively to get down the difficult slopes, always
stopping and helping one another. All this led to new friendships being
formed between pupils and staff alike.
During the trip, students were lucky enough to have numerous night
time activities, these included;
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ice Skating
Bowling
Swimming/Spa
Quiz Night
Awards Evening
Shopping time around Feldkirch town

The 2015 Ski trip was an excellent opportunity for our Students to
experience a trip of a lifetime and this is why we are pleased to say that
the Ski trip will be once again on offer for 2017. Letters for the new trip
will be available in September 2015.

The crest represents our core values of:
Respect, Pride, Resilience, Aspiration and
Honesty and I am sure that all our students
will embody these values whenever they are
wearing our uniform and representing our
academy.
I wish you all a wonderful and safe summer
and look forward to welcoming you all back
in September.
Miss M Wicks, Principal

Wellacre Academy are proud
roud to
help keep Trafford clean and
d green
Please put your rubbish in a bin or take it home with you.
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WELLACRE SIXTH FORM

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL LANCASHIRE VISIT

Once we were there we reached another chore in finding the correct
car park, with a close shave of a sky blue Renault Clio, a slight
mounting of a curb and a little help from an energetic tour woman we
finally reached the correct car park at the front of the building; the car
park we passed only 5 minutes earlier. With us all out in one piece
(just) Miss Rowbotham locked the driver door; which signalled the
horn to go off.

Upon entering the university we were greeted by the energetic tour
guide, who previously ran to greet us, and taken to the learners’ suite
and asked to fill out a contact form to gain friends. The group was then
split in to two and ourselves went on the forensic science tour whilst
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A blood spattered room with possible weapons as evidence
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“On the 4th February 2015 Miss Rowbotham invited 8 students of
Wellacre Sixth Form to attend a trip to Uclan. We had an eventful
journey down to the university in the school minibus, which started
with the enormous task of figuring out how to unlock the side door,
after an unsuccessful sat navigation from Daniel Rhodes; Jack
Webster took control to navigate us successfully to the university.
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We were then taken back to the university and shown the forensics
labs. We were told the basis of the course and how mock investigations
are carried out. Isobel showed us the equipment that is on offer at the
university, such as: microscopes, extraction cabinets, fume cabinet.

FORENSICS WORKSHOP

Callum and Jack were fortunate enough to be offered to take part in
a Forensics Workshop so, while the others were being shown around
the site by a 3rd year student, they went off with Forensics and
Criminology lecturer. This is what they had to say about the day:

A car door showing gunshot damage.
Forensics work out the type of gun used
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She explained that the car doors were in such a state because her
contacts within Greater Manchester Police Service Firearms Unit had
shot 150 rounds in to each car door and bonnet. She further explained
that the university had added further damage to the car i.e. smashing
the windscreens of each. We were then taken to the blood spatter
room, in there we witnessed the bloodshed and carnage of what had
earlier gone on with golf clubs, cricket bats and bloodied rolling pins,
we learned how maths was involved and how different situations will
affect how blood is formed at the scene.

W

CALLUM EDGE - Forensics and Criminology
JACK WEBSTER - Forensics and Criminology
SAM HULME - Sport and Business Management
SAM MATHER - Motorsport Engineering
CIARAN MOLONEY - Software Engineering
AKIME PINDER - Sport Science
DANNY RHODES - Musical Theatre
KYLE WILKINSON - Business Studies
DANIEL CARTWRIGHT - Interior Design
So, on the 4th February a trip was organised to go and visit the
University and have a look at the facilities: the lecture theatres, the
gym and sports facilities, the drama theatre, the engineering
workshop and the student accommodation.

We were taken by Isobel on a short walk through Preston town centre
to the vehicle analysis and blood spatter building. Isobel Colclough,
formerly a senior member of GMP’s Crime Scene Investigation team
for 11 years before moving to UCLAN as a forensic science teacher,
took us on the tour of the forensics building. Firstly showing us a
garage used by students to examine cars, she explained to us about
the current state of the cars in the warehouse and how they’d managed
to get in to such a state. We learned that the university had many
connections with a variety of different organisations: such as GMP
and Lancashire Police

S

The following students had applied for the following courses:

our fellow pupils were taken on a tour round accommodation by a
current student of UCLAN.
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This year, a record number of Year 13 students have
submitted applications to University. The process allows
each student to submit 5 choices – any University, any
course and with the vast number of options available to
them this can be a difficult decision. There are many things
to think about. What grades do these courses expect? What
are their target grades? Will they get the grades to get in the
University of their choice? Should they move away from
home? How much will it all cost? After months of
pondering and discussing things over and seeking advice
from their teachers it became apparent that a number of
students had, independently, applied to the University of
Central Lancashire as one of their choices.

We also found out that UCLAN had one of the only dedicated finger
print identification systems in the country.

After this we were escorted back to the minibus, where we found it
easier to get into the side door than before; because it was left
unlocked. We went through Preston town centre with more
unsuccessful direction by Danny Rhodes, resulting in Miss
Rowbotham having a heart scare in passing a height restriction beam,
like one which nearly ended her minibus driving days in the past, the
rest of the journey went smoothly although we had a couple of
casualties from the packed day with most the minibus falling asleep;
thankfully one of them was not Miss Rowbotham!”

Isobel Calclough (Forensics lecturer)
with Jack and Callum in the forensics lab

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS IMPRESS DRAGONS

The Young Enterprise team led by Ayla and Jon Francis
pitched their product to investors in Manchester at Ernst and
Young Accountants. They did such an amazing job that one of
the Dragons is considering working with them to expand their
business (we shall see). But they were amazing!

FINALS DAY IS ALWAYS SPECIAL

The Year 9 and year 11 football teams contested this
year’s league finals at Carrington. With the year 9s
playing Sale Grammar and the Year 11s facing BTH is
was going to be a tough day at the office.
The season starts in early September with the first two rounds of
the English Schools Football Association Cup taking part. Both
teams progressed well, eventually being knocked out in the 5th
round of 9.

The Year 9 started the league season well with a 5-0 win over
Ashton on Mersey. 4 further victories cemented their place at the
Top of their division. Their Semi Final against local rivals Urmston
Grammar was closely contested with Wellacre running our victors
with a 3-2 victory.

Losing their first 2 games of the league season was not what
Manager Mr Linton wanted and a change in formation paid off
for the experienced man. 3 wins in their final 3 games led them to
a 2nd place finish and a semi-final match against Sale Grammar.
The game was hard fought with both teams having the lead.
However, it was a late goal deep into extra time that ensured
Wellacre progressed to the final; the game finished 6-5.
Final day was finally here for the 2 Managers who had high hopes
for victory. However, Sale Grammar and BTH proved to be a
bridge too far for our resilient players, with both team finishing
runners up.

The players of all teams would not have had the opportunities and
experiences they have this season if it was not for the support of
the parents and staff. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
you all for your continued support as we look forward to another
season next year.

By Jack Webster and Callum Edge, Year 13 Social Science
students
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COMMUNITY COHESION 2015

SERVING STORIES PROJECT

Linked with our commitment to Community Cohesion and VE Day memory, we have recently
participated in the ‘Serving Stories’ project, in conjunction with Imperial War Museum North. Here,
three of our students explain what the project entailed and the impact it had on their learning.

A VE DAY ELECTION/EXTRAVAGANZA!

Each year Wellacre promotes Community Cohesion, this year our off-timetable theme centred on the
70th Anniversary of the end of World War 2 and British Values.

War Veterans – by Daniel Willis

O
O
R

GUEST SPEAKERS

B

R

O

A
D

S

W

O
R

D

P

Other events on our Community Cohesion Day involved a
visiting play all about different classes experiences during the
First World War (for Years 7 and 8). We also had a the
Alphabet of a Teenager’ production return to us to perform
to Year 9 and 10. This involves an interactive dramatic
monologue that takes students through the journey of a
British school boy, facing moral and personal issues
and dilemmas along the way. We also
hosted Richard McCann for Year 8-10.
The son of one of the Yorkshire Ripper
victims, Richard has overcome real
difficulty in his life. He now is a successful
businessman, and explains to students his
‘iCan’ philosophy – again, inspiring
resilience and determination in our
students.

STREET PARTY

In relation to the VE Day theme, many Wellacre staff dressed
up in 1940s attire. Year 7 were lucky enough to have a VE Day
style street party (in the sixth form refectory, due to inclement
weather)! They particularly enjoyed the war-time sing song
of ‘Run Rabbit’ and ‘Who do you think you are kidding, Mr
Hitler’ (the latter not being strictly from the war – but it was
pleasing that so many of our students knew the Dads Army
theme tune)!
Overall, Wellacre students responded positively and
enthusiastically to our Community Cohesion Day. Not only
did they learn knowledge about war and politics, they got a
real sense of the meanings and importance behind the key
British values of democracy and respect and resilience.
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All students Year 7 – 10 had a lesson all about the legacy of Winston Churchill and the importance of VE Day. In particular, the
resilience Churchill faced in continuing to inspire the defeat of Nazism, whilst also dealing with personal challenges of his own,
was emphasised. A lesson relating to the General Election was also held, with students looking a manifestos and the role of MPs.
Wellacre staff were really pleased that so many of our students were engaged and interested in politics. As a consequence, we are
now working with a Manchester University PhD student and Trafford Youth Cabinet to ensure that students have the knowledge
opportunity to engage with projects relating to local youth politics (watch this space)!

A Day with Veterans – By Ryan Ogden

On Monday 9th March, three army veterans from the
Imperial War Museum came to our school to talk to the 9x1
history class about what they did in the services and some
other interesting facts.

In the first part of the session, we found out what a veteran
was and we were shown a little video filled with what we
were to expect throughout the day. After that we were split
into groups across three tables, each one with its own
veteran. The first one my group were sat at was the table with
the army veteran. We learned what he did in the army, what
medals he was awarded and some other facts about his life.
The next table had a navy veteran on; we again learned what
we learned what we learned on the first table but about him.
The last table was a RAF veteran and we learned more about
what he did in the war than anything else.
After break we were set a task: to write a narrative based on
the army. It had to include a background on the person
joining up and why they joined, what they did in the army
and life after the army. My group based our narrative on a
boy whose father was in the war but was killed. He joins and
fights in the RAF with a friend. During a dogfight, his friend
was killed and he shoots down the enemy in revenge.
After this session, I strongly agree that we should do more
things like this because it keeps the knowledge and
memories of the past alive. It may also inspire more people
to fight for queen and country when they are older.

When we first met the war veterans we were introduced to
them and informed of their names and what part of the army
they served in. There were three men - one from the regular
army who was a medic, one who was in the navy and one who
was in the air force.

We went around in groups asking each of veterans about their
experience in the war and story and lots of other questions.
Throughout the first hour we were informed of all the different
things the three parts of the British forces offered.
In the second hour the first thing we did was a quiz about the
three veterans and then we had to come up for a film plot story
involving the story of someone that had been in the war.

Towards the end of the session we got to try things on like an
army helmet and informed about different parts of equipment
like modern gas masks and other things people have in the
army that are essential to a medic.

Overall, I thought it was very informative and I was glad I
participated as now I definitely have more respect for the
British forces and know a lot more than I did about them
before.

Veteran Visit– By James Taylor

Before the veterans came in I thought that it was going to be
very interesting and fun. As I presumed it was, we walked in
and they were very welcoming and polite. It was a once in a
life time experience as not many people get to hear a veterans
story. The veterans explained there experience in a very
intriguing way they also answered our questions even though
some were about family, to make things better they had bits
and pieces of what they had won or used during in
the war, such as medals, machinery and
helmets/clothing. The best experience of it all was
everything, but my favourite was when one of my
friends tried a uniform on and had a
radio helmet on. If I had
some more time I
would have asked them
even more questions
about their experiences.
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TABLE TOP SALE RAISES £500

A blustery day on Saturday 28th February, did not deter
our local community from entering into the spirit of
Spring with Wellacre's Table Top Sale.

LUKE MAKES A LEAP OF
FAITH FOR CHARITY!...

We had many stalls ranging from our own Prince's Trust Enterprise
students, selling their hand crafted planters and bird feeders to our
own enterprising staff selling unique hand glazed bottle lamps.
The Parent Guild were out in force with fancy goods, a book stall
and the ever popular tombola stall. A total of £500 was raised from
the event. The prefects were worthy ambassadors, giving their time
to staff the car park and run the raffle. Thanks to go to the parents
that donated gifts for the tombola stall and gave their time on a
weekend to support our fundraiser.
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Brave Luke did a bungee jump from a height of 160ft last March
and raised £242.56 for Cancer Research - a fantastic achievement.
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Luke Phillips’ urge to throw himself off great
heights has paid real dividends for cancer
charities.
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However that jump left Luke wanting more thrills and this March
he bungeed from a staggering 300ft, raising a brilliant £650 for
the Teenage Cancer Trust.
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Strictly
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Wellacre is proud of you Luke, here’s to the next jump!!!

RETURNS TO WELLACRE!

The Academy was proud to present ‘Strictly comes to
Wellacre’ this month.
This extremely popular, annual fund raiser
delighted the audience with a display of
Latin and ballroom dance performed by
National Finalists.

These dancers included current and ex
Wellacre pupils who brought all the
glamour of the popular BBC programme
to life with their dance prowess as they
glided across the dance floor.
Demonstrating all 10 dances from Waltz
to the Jive, the evening was topped off
with a display of freestyle dance. Even
two staff members donned their
sequins to rapturous applause.

KYLE’S OFF TO OXFORD
Kyle Boardman’s excellent academic
results from his time at Wellacre have
resulted in an offer to study at Oxford
University.

Kyle will be doing a degree in French after
excelling in MFL at A Level. Congratulations
Kyle on this great opportunity from everyone
at Wellacre Academy.

OPEN EVENING
Thursday 24th September 2015
6.30pm - 8.30pm
The Principal will
speak at 6.45pm

INSPIRE • AC HIEVE • ENJOY

Wellacre Academy, Irlam Road, Flixton,
Manchester M41 6AP
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