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Bringing out the best in boys

Fellow Deputy Matthew was awarded The Ambassador
Cup for his inspirational work with staff to achieve the
Dyslexia Friendly School Award as well as achieving
excellent GCSEs.

Oliver won the Pr incipal’s Award for being an excellent
Head Boy and extremely supportive of others. He also
performed in every school production! As a polite,
respectful and hardworking student, Oliver is the epitome
of what we would like our young students to aspire to.
Principal, Miss Wicks, said:

Wellacre invited the Class of 2019 to Presentation Evening
to celebrate five memorable years. They were presented
with their GCSE certificates as well as a series of awards to
mark positive contributions, as well as the wide variety of
skills of Wellacre boys.

“We believe success is earned; some enjoy success in the
classroom, on the sports field or, even, on the stage. We
are so proud of the GCSE performance of the Class of
2019, not just those that hit the top grades, but also those
who achieved their true potential and moved on with
remarkable results.”

Students accolades included: The Carrington Shield for
excellent GCSE results to Joshua, The Academic
Excellence Award to Adam, Eric Crosbie Award for special
services to Wellacre to Sean and the Billy Molden Award
for inspirational achievement to Casey.
Former Deputy Head Boy Jabin received the Year 11
Learning Director Award for consistently demonstrating
Wellacre’s core values, including his GCSE results.
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SPRING 2020
U P C O M I N G DAT E S

O U T WA R D B O U N D
Mr Whitehead, Teacher of PE, said:

Monday 20th January
House Rugby for Year 7-10

“We were really pleased that the
exceptional efforts of some students
impressed the Loch Eil organisers so
much that they have been invited
back in Year 10 for a further 3-week
funded programme.”

Monday 20th January
M41 Community Clean Air Event,
5.30pm
Tuesday 21st January
Year 7 Reading Rocks author visit
Wednesday 22nd January
Canteen Theme Day - Chinese New
Year
Thursday 23rd January
Year 9 Parents’ and Options
Evening, 4.30 - 7.00pm
Monday 27th January
House Chess begins for Year 7-10
Monday 27th January
Year 11 Mock Examinations begin
Thursday 30th January
Year 8 Full reports published
Wednesday 5th February
Student Executive Council Meeting
Thursday 6th February
AfriTwin trip departs (returns 23rd
February)
Friday 7th February
School closes for Half Term break,
3.00pm

Loch Eil Residential
Year 9 students embarked on an
adventure in Loch Eil, Scotland, for a
week-long residential trip funded as
part of a Sheffield University study to
measure the impact of outdoor
learning.
Students tackled new physical
challenges from swimming in the
Loch, hiking up parts of Ben Nevis,
late night walks, camping and treetop climbing.

Thursday 26th March
Year 11 Revision Evening,
6 - 8pm
Friday 27th March
End of Spring Term, school closes
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“I felt like I achieved a lot from the
trip and I’m really proud to have
been offered a scholarship to return
in Year 10.”

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award
Cover
Supervisor
and
Coordinator, Mr Wise, said:

Monday 24th - 28th February
Knife Crime Week of Action

Friday 6th March
Careers Fair

“My favourite part of the trip was
learning how to ‘trailblaze,’ where
you create your own path, and
leading the group on the climb.

Outward bound helps young people
develop confidence, teamwork and
resilience, and engages them in their
school learning.

Monday 17th February
School re-opens, 8.45am

Thursday 27th February
Year 10 Parents’ Evening,
4.30 - 7.00pm

Bailey, Year 9, said:

Year 11 students excelled in the
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award
(DofE) by completing a four day
expedition.
Pre-expedition training included
navigation and route-planning, map
skills, and campcraft. The expedition
relies on students working together as
a team and the group pulled together ,
despite the very wet conditions!
@WellacreAcademy

DofE

“Wellacre students showed great
resilience
and
determination
throughout their practice and
qualifying expeditions, working
together as a first class team.
“It is fantastic to see our students
succeeding as part of the D of E
programme, developing new skills
and confidence.”
Congratulations to Luke, Joe, Sam,
Leon, Matthew, Henry, Ethan, Tom
and Drew in Year 11.

ENGLISH & LITERACY FOCUS
WORD MILLIONAIRES

FRIENDSHIP POETRY
Year 7 students celebrated the
importance of friendship in a
North West schools’ poetry
competition, organised by the
Alliance for Learning.
They
explored what friendship means to
them and used these thoughts and
feelings as inspiration. With a
high standard of work produced,
these exceptional pieces were
selected to represent Wellacre:

Congratulations to our first Year 7 Accelerated Reader
Word Millionaires! Oliver, Oskar and William have hit
the extraordinary word count since joining Wellacre in
September 2019. The Accelerated Reader Programme
supports and nurtures students’ love for reading and also
helps track their progress and level of interaction with a
variety of texts.

MISSION CHAOS AUTHORS

Someone Special by Evan
If you have someone special you can talk to,
Someone special to you.
If there’s someone there to make you smile,
And make that smile last awhile.
If there’s someone you can count on,
If you need a hand.
If there’s someone you need to help and understand,
If there’s someone you’ll miss when their time comes
to an end.
You’re a very lucky person,
As you’ve found a special friend.
Who by William
Who helps you through the day,
When the sky is dark, bleak and grey,
When, for the worst, the winds change,
Who defeats what’s in your way?

Wellacre students George and James, Year 8, and
Oliver, Matthew and Luke, Year 11, have become
published authors in a Young Writer’s ‘Mission Chaos’
book.

Who will always speak to you,
And pull you out of troubles too,
When the shadows cast down upon you,
Who turns the sky from grey to blue?
When humour disappears,
Who is always near?
And who drags you away,
From where your troubles leer?
When your spirits go down low,
And a friend walks up to you,
Soon, afar, your troubles blow;
As quick as a flash, away they go!

In literacy lessons, students were challenged to write a
mini survival saga in just 100 words using a type of
contamination to inspire their story and the boys’ efforts
were selected from over 19,000 entries.
Mr Chisnall, Director of English and Whole School
Literacy, said:
“It is an accomplishment for students to see their work
in print and we are proud of the quality of our
successful students’ expression, language and
creativity in their writing. We hope this inspires other
young writers.”

Friends by Tom
Friends are good,
Friends are kind,
Friends help you make up your mind.
Friends will never go out of trend,
Because they are your best friend.
Never alone,
Friends stay together,
No matter the weather.
Your friends are always by your side,
No matter the time good or bad.
So you must remember this Christmas,
As the snow flakes fall,
The best gift you will ever get are your faithful friends.

Like us on Facebook

Facebook.com/Wellacre
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We l l a c re ’ s A n n u a l P ro d u c t i o n

Wellacre students followed the yellow brick road for the
annual Christmas production of the family classic “The
Wizard of Oz.”
Budding actors, singers, musicians,
stage designers and technicians from
across all year groups were invited to
be part of the annual production for
the three performances in December
Mrs
Spencer,
SENDCo/Music
Teacher, Miss Adams, Teacher of
Performing Arts, and Mrs O’Neill,
Leader of Humanities, led the
production rehearsals, with several of
Wellacre’s Autumn Co-Curricular
clubs feeding into the musical
production, from the School of
Rock’s guitar players to the
Munchkin club for Year 7 students!
Mrs Spencer said:
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Mrs Spencer added:
“Everyone
involved
showed
phenomenal commitment to the
show with after school rehearsals
and plenty more practice in school,
in the run up to the show and the
end result was incredible. We are so
proud of the dedication of our
boys!”
The main cast featured Christian
(Year 9) as Dorothy, Jake (Year 10)
as Scarecrow, Thomas (Year 10) as
Tin Man, Joe (Year 11) as Lion,
Edward (Year 10) as Glinda and
Nathan (Year 10) as the Wicked
Witch.

“Wellacre’s annual Christmas show
is always a fantastic experience for
students and we encourage as many
students as possible to take part in
this year’s extravaganza in lots of
different ways.”

The Wellacre community were
delighted by the production and
shared positive messages on social
media.

Organised by Wellacre’s Creative
Arts Faculty, students took on roles
as performers, backstage managers,
orchestra members, lighting and
sound technicians, and also were on
hand to provide refreshments and
coordinate fundraising for AfriTwin
and Dogs Trust. Wellacre staff
supported the event both on and off
stage, and the school welcomed
several volunteers as part of the
Wellacre orchestra and make-up
team.

“What a great show we saw tonight the Wizard of Oz at Wellacre! All
the boys were fantastic and they are
a credit to the school.”

@WellacreAcademy

One parent said:

Another added:
“It was a great show and I loved
that they tried very hard with the
American accents!”

In the Autumn Term, Wellacre’s Mental Health and Wellbeing Ambassadors visited local
conferences organised to empower young people and drive ideas to promote positive
mental health and wellbeing strategies in school.
At the Let’s Talk About Mental Health conference,
students attended workshops about Coping Mechanisms
and Mental Health in Males, before taking part and
winning a ‘Dragon’s Den’ challenge, which will see a
Young Health Matters team visit school to help action their
creative ideas to raise awareness.

The Dove Youth Summit provided an opportunity for
Wellacre’s ambassadors to meet and work with local
agencies and charities as well as other young people in
workshops focused on improving self-esteem and inspiring
ideas to promote awareness and inclusion.
Jamie, Year 10, said:

Mrs Birney, Inclusion Manager, said:
“We were so proud that students were rewarded for their
ideas, which show their high level of understanding of
the issues of mental health and wellbeing and we await a
visit from Young Mental Health Matters to help us start
putting their plans into action.”

“We learnt all about body image and presented an idea to
help improve the school community’s view about body
image. We would like to do a display with photos of
students and staff showcasing and celebrating positive
messages - I’ve taken my photo already and I’m holding
up a sign saying ‘I like wearing my glasses!’ ”

COMPUTING
CYBER DISCOVERY
Wellacre students are celebrating success in Cyber Discovery, an online programme
turning teenagers into cyber security experts. A lunch-time Cyber Club provides an
opportunity for problem solvers and code crackers. The Year 11 group have completing
two of the four stages, with some also unlocking an extra level and joining 35,000
schoolchildren nationally in a ‘Capture the Flag’ competition.
Year 11 Leo said: “The programme has challenged how I think and approach a
problem. The rewards of completing each of the online challenges have reinforced my
love of the subject and my choice to study Computer Science at A level.”

iDEAS AWARD
Wellacre’s co-curricular Coding Club is encouraging students to achieve the Inspiring
Digital Enterprise Award (iDEA) by completing a range of computing and IT tasks relevant to digital and working life.
Congratulations to Daniel, Year 9, who received the Bronze Award and Sean, Year 9, who has succeed in the Silver Award.
Like us on Facebook

Facebook.com/Wellacre
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CHARITY

REVERSE ADVENT
Wellacre Academy students and staff generously donated
over 700 food items, toiletries, hats and gloves for our
Reverse Advent campaign for the Mad Dogs Street
Project.
The annual Reverse Advent event, throughout December,
encourages the school community to donate items to a
nominated charity. This year, we selected to support the
homeless in Manchester.
Mrs Irwin, Teacher of RE, co-ordinated the appeal at
Wellacre and said:
“Wellacre students learned about various organisations
which aim to help the homeless.

The Mad Dogs Street Project is a volunteer led
initiative. The team provides food, clothes, blankets and
more to the homeless of Manchester and the suburbs. The
project cooks hot meals every day and delivers them to
people on the streets. They also provide essential items to
help the homeless survive.
James Hutton, Mad Dogs Street Project, said:

“We asked staff and students to support the Reverse
Advent with the message that if we all donate just one
item, we could make a big difference and our community
did not disappoint!”

“Wellacre went above and beyond in supporting the
project, feeding the hungry and those experiencing
homelessness.”

FUNDRAISING UPDATE
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Since September 2019, Wellacre’s CCF Royal Navy Cadets have proudly represented the
school at a number of events and celebrated a raft of achievements. They are now
preparing to further strengthen the squad with new Year 8 recruits in the Spring Term.

CADET PROMOTION

AFLOAT TRAINING

Cadets have successfully completed training and exams to
move up the ranks from Ordinary Cadets to Able Cadets,
and for some, to Leading Hands.

Wellacre’s recruits first received basic training throughout
the first three terms to reach the rank of Ordinary Cadet,
before advancing to the next phase to complete additional
training to be promoted to the rank of Able Cadets

The CCF unit travelled to Southport Watersports Club to
complete Afloat Training, delivered by Chief Petty Officer,
David Urie, who is a serving member of the Royal Navy.

Wellacre is pleased to report that students Christian,
Adam, Ellis, Lewis and Taylor (Year 9), Ryan, Joe and
Matthew (Year 10), and Alex (Year 11) have now earned
one star on their rank slides through assessment.

The aim of the day was for cadets to learn sailing skills.
Training began with an introduction to a dinghy and the
essential controls. Basic instructions included steering by
handling the sail and the foils (centreboard), and side-toside balance.

Year 11 students Max and Daniel have also been promoted
to Leading Hand. They will now receive training in
conducting lessons for junior cadets, acting as team leaders
and taking command of a formed squad.
Year 11 student, Daniel, said:
“I feel really proud to be awarded the Leading Hand
position and I’m looking forward to having extra
responsibilities.”

REMEMBRANCE

Working in pairs, students took to the water and put their
learning into practice!
Squadron Sergeant Major (SSM) and Assistant Head of
House, Mr Ward, said:
“By completing the afloat training, the cadets enjoyed a
valuable experience, and boosted their confidence, in the
water. They showed exceptional teamwork, learning a
brand new skill and taking control of the dinghy.”

Wellacre gathered to remember those who lost their lives in war at
a special Remembrance Day 2019 assembly. The CCF unit joined
the service and cadets Dylan, Daniel and Max, read beautiful
readings in commemoration.
The squad also proudly represented the school in full cadet uniform
and joined the community for the Urmston Remembrance Parade
and laid a specially crafted poppy at the Cenotaph.
Like us on Facebook

Facebook.com/Wellacre
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COMMUNITY

TRANSITION

Wellacre, and local care home, De Brook Lodge, have
partnered on a community project, Teen Mates.
Mr Pemberton, said:
“Wellacre is proud of the community link made with De
Brook Care Home and the role students play in boosting
the wellbeing of residents. We would like to thank De
Brook Lodge for encouraging students to make a
difference in the community through Teen Mates.”
Teen Mates provides an excellent citizenship opportunity
for Wellacre students to help improve the day-to-day
lives of the residents by making weekly social visits. All
students have also completed Dementia Friends training.
Teen Mates volunteer Frankie, Year 10, said:
“We play games and talk to the residents about their
childhoods to everything they have done in their lives.
They seem to be really happy to see us every week!”

Wellacre welcomed future inventors, surgeons and
zoologists at the annual Primary Day, in conjunction
with Flixton Girls School.
Over 200 Year 6 pupils from Trafford schools and
beyond attended the STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) event as part of the transition
programme. Pupils enjoyed the challenge to dress up as
any professional figure or career in the STEM industry!
Curriculum areas organised a host of engaging,
interactive and exciting lessons, focusing on STEM
themes to inspire learning and provide an opportunity
for pupils to experience secondary school.

Wellacre’s Eco Centre
hosted a new project with
volunteers from The Toy
House and Can Do
Manchester for SEN adults.
The project provides
opportunities for young
people to learn new skills,
such as gardening, meet
new people and make a
positive impact in the
community.

Activities included, for example, in English, learning
about astronaut Tim Peake and writing persuasive letters
to be the first child in space.
Bailey, a St. Michael’s Primary School pupil, said:
“I dressed up as an astronaut because it’s a very
scientific job! It’s been very cool and inspiring to come
to Wellacre, meet new friends and have a good time.”
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